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BOOK REVIEWS
Genes and antigens in cancer cells - The monoclonal
antibody approach. G. RIETHMULLER, H.
KOPROWSKI, S. VON KLEIST & K. MUNK,
Switzerland, Karger Press, X+ 192 pp 1984, $37.75.
ISBN 3 8055 3843 X.
This book is the Proceedings of the 4th
International Expert Meeting of the Deutsche
Stiftung fur Krebsforschung, held in Bonn in July,
1983. It contains 16 chapters by eminent
researchers on various topics, the majority (but not
all) of which are concerned with the
characterisation and application of cancer-related
monoclonal antibodies. Taken individually, each
chapter is a concise and interesting review of the
contributor's experience within his or her particular
field, and most are well written. In this context the
book is undoubtedly of some value.
A major disappointment is that the contents bear
little relation to the title of the book, which leads
one to expect a discussion of the genetic control of
antigen expression in cancer cells. Only one of the
contributions comes anywhere near to fulfilling this
promise. It is perhaps premature to expect a whole
book on this topic, but this being the case the
editors should have chosen a less misleading title.
In summary the book contains some useful
information which, although mostly published
elsewhere, is expressed in a concise and readable
form. However, it is not original enough in concept
to become a best seller.
M.J. Embleton
CRC Laboratories,
University Park,
Nottingham.
Biology of endothelial cells. Developments in
cardiovascular medicine series. E.A. JAFFE.
Netherlands, Martinus Nijhoff, xv+456 pp, 1984
£61.70. ISBN 0 89838 587 3.
This review presents a comprehensive account of
the behaviour and biochemistry of endothelial cells
which reflects the prominent involvement of these
cells in a variety of physiological and pathological
processes. The book itself consists of 44 chapters of
varied length written by recognized authorities in
their respective fields. The first five chapters deal
specifically with the isolation and maintenance in
tissue culture of different types of endothelial cells.
Similar practical information is also presented in
the remaining chapters of the book, which are
divided into eight major sections dealing with such
topics as connective tissue biosynthesis by
endothelial cells, the involvement of endothelial
cells in the coagulation system, immunological
aspects of endothelial cells and the role played by
endothelial cells in tumour metastasis. In general,
the individual chapters are of a high quality and
present information which will be of use to research
workers at the bench level. There is, however, a
certain amount of repetition which tends to detract
from the overall quality. Indeed, certain chapters
present information which has been discussed by
the same authors in numerous other articles.
Another difficulty for potential readers interested in
research is that a number of articles tend to give
"text book" accounts of the subject, without
adequate reference to published material. It must be
stated, however, that in view of the impressive
breadth of subject matter covered and the number
of different contributors, it is inevitable that there
should be a considerable degree of variation in style
and presentation. The text will certainly be a
welcome addition to an institutional library,
although its price would tend to preclude its
acquisition by students.
S. & A. Schor
Dept. Medical Oncology,
Christie Hospital & Holt Radium Institute,
Manchester.
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